1890; Ferguson 1895; Wall 1905 Wall , 1918 Murthy 1981; Radhakrishnan 1996 Radhakrishnan , 1997 Joseph & Easa 1997; Zacharias 1997; Easa 1998; Abraham et al. 1999; Ajith 2000; Palot & Radhakrishnan 2002 , 2003 Chandramouli & Ganesh 2010; Cyriac et al. 2011; Jins et al. 2014) . A book on the Snakes of Kerala in Malayalam by Adiyodi (1965) is the first published work pertaining to the snakes of the state. The first comprehensive checklist on the reptilian fauna of the State was compiled by Radhakrishnan (1997) who listed 169 species. Subsequently, Palot & Radhakrishnan (2003) compiled a checklist of vernacular names of snakes of Kerala. Further, as part of biodiversity documentation, the Kerala Forest Research Institute (KFRI) published a series of checklists on the biodiversity of the State including reptiles (Easa & Ramachandran 2004) . More recently, Palot & Radhakrishnan (2011) updated the checklist of reptiles of Kerala by listing 173 species from the region.
In recent years, there has been a revival of interest in research on the reptilian fauna of the State, with several new species' descriptions from the region (Manamendra-Aracchi et al. 2007; Gower & Winkler 2007; Vogel & van Rooijen 2011; Cyriac & Umesh 2014) . For the compilation of this checklist, the works of Smith (1931 Smith ( , 1935 Smith ( , 1943 , Tikader & Shrama (1992) , Daniel (2002) , Das (2002) , Whitaker & Captain (2004) , Venugopal (2010) and Aengals et al. (2011) were also referred to.
The current checklist of Kerala are represented by 173 species in 24 families under three orders (Table  1) . Of these, 87 species are endemic to the Western Ghats, which include 10 species endemic to Kerala. The taxonomy and nomenclature follow Uetz & Hosek (2015) while the vernacular names have been taken from various sources (Adiyodi 1965; Radhakrishnan 1997; Palot & Radhakrishnan 2004; . Marine reptiles in the list are indicated in blue colour. The Western Ghats population is now recognised as distinct species (Vogel and van Rooijen, 2011) .
²⁷ Previously confused with D. bifrenalis, a species now considered endemic to Sri Lanka (Vogel and van Rooijen 2011 Even though reported by many workers in the past, no recent confirmed reports from Kerala.
